r 


1L 


&HJNTRY Iraq 

yuBJECT Railways and Highways 

25Xj I 

JpLACE ACQUIRED 
(by source) 

1 1 ; . 

I date acquired 

(BY SOURCE) 


25X 


Approved For Release 2000/08/30 : CIA-RDP80-00809A0005001 301 98-6 


U. 


|S, Of f Icl a 1 s Only 
COKFIDENTIAL 

u 


SECURITY INFORHAT ION 

CENTRAL; INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

INFORMATION REPORT 


DATE (of info. ) 



25X1 A 





HTfiia 0#CU**Mf C4MTAIM* i tMfOBMATI OK A ^ 

, 84. Of Ttal U.«. COOC. A. AMIHOID.j 

IbATiea Of C0 NTIkT||tO 0. MCfllM «V 

;tik 

Of, 

IT* 

AM 

mu 

TM* MAllOMAL p*f*1»tl 
riTLC H. **CTI0M» llll 
TBAMStf IIIION 0* 

JK AUThQ* 1 IlO III 

THIS; IS UNEVALUATEP 

information 


date distr. /* Au s 

NO. OF PAGES 5 

NO. OF ENCLS. 

SUPP. TO 
REPORT NO. 


ftOUAl 


ix 



3 . 

If. 


Ihree stretches of road by car; Baghdad - 
Babylon," Mosul - Shaqlawa, I ana uagnaid - Wadi Tharthar. 

sse. 

Of any consequence. It has an asphal / attempt to maintain or improve it. 
is badly broken. | There was no evidence ^ ^ ^ adeqLUa te for heavy 

iH B ^ ~ 

~S» *sf r«S’i 4 f tp ss? yl “ “ i “ lw 


L 


las made on the road to Saaarra that follow the 
^tnfSTa^a ^“^Whow^he^Iver know whore 


The trip toi W&di ( Tharthax 
Ba gh dad * Mosul railvay. 
marhero to guide |the vay. 

h ° ¥M ' 4 lll^ +he Baghdad - Mosul road being built by a British 

Tho road to Samorra is pa?p th “^“ a hout 50 km north of Baghdad waa finished, 
contractor. In late March] 1953, only a few gentle curves. The 

It traverses flat territory|SO has^w o gr a two-lane width. The remainder 

■finished road has an asphalt surface ana a v\ year. It vlll accom- 

and return was made the same day. 

The area about Wadi Thar^har is desert with^a 

shLp edged rocks. Heavy vehicles under full^oaa ar^ ^ rock6 

the spinning wheels will scrape a X t solu tion is a tire tread design with 
cut tires, often ^ nd tfget^im^road traction. A design that 
no wide spaces such as ar , • " ±1I ten d to ride over the loose soil, 

approaches a smooth tire j pattern will ten 

iiono between Baghdad and Samarra. 


There ore no service stat 
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The road from Mosul to Erhll | la of narrow two -lane width with a rough asphalt 
surface. It crosses a gently! rolling agricultxural ;area cl* d has no serious 
grades or bad [curves • Bridges are low and cross yadles that are usually dry. 
They are only wide enough for | two small vehicles and! will not permit two large 
trucks to pass;, but they are | short and cause no serious bottlenecks. It will 
accommodate heavy transport at' all seasons . N I I 


From Erbil to Shaqlawa, the road Is of narrow tvoj-lane width, part of it with 
poor asphalt sjarface and the jtialance water bound clay and gravel* It traverses 
a mountainous area and has long, steep grades and sharp curves that require a I 
truck in good condition and ’veil handled to cover it. j 


There are no service stations between Mosul and Shaqlawa. 


ads' is taken from a rep 6 
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Motor Hoads in I Iraq 


"Before the fiajrst World War, pjraq possessed only cj>nje important motor road* that 
between Baghdad and Aleppo running parallel with the River Euphrates up to 
Jarablus in Syrian territory, j During the British occupation, however, many roads 
were constructed in all parts jof the country for military purposes which wore | 
later developed by the Iraq Government, so that Iraq has now a total of 7*255 15311 
of roads . I ! f | | ' 


Baghdad Area 


"Baghdad, the cjapital of Iraq), 1 1 built on the easterjn! and western banks of the River 
Tigris and situated In the central area of the country, is the nerve center of | 
railway and road transport, tide main lines are Balghdad-Ramadi-Rutba Road to the; 
west up to the Syrian Frontier !- 315 kma. iIM.I I 


"All asphalted |and plain desert route. This route was ;first started by Nairn 


brothers in 19^3 and is usnd for passenger and goods transport botwoon this 
country, Damascus, and Beyrouth, jj ■ 


Baghdad-Moaul-Tel-K 


“The Iraq State Railways link] with the Tairrus Express' and run almost parallel to ; 
an unaophalted road passing through Samrra, an important pilgrimage route. i ! 


ted road 
uba-Kirk 


Bagh&ad-Baquba -Kirkuk - 239 kma j j 

! ^ : 1 1 ! : road* j ; . ! ; 

"Thero is a railroad and a motor./ The railroad is mostly ueed for tho transportation 
of mercantile goods to Kirkuk | and from thence by motor vehioleo for distribution of 
goods and material belonging to the Iraq Petroleum Company as well as some of t^ae 
tobaoco from the northern area | carried by the railways. The motor road in bad and 
only a small portion of it a 3 phhlted. However, it takes its fair oharo in the | 
transportation of tobacco and | mercantile goods. Trio route is in tho Development 
Board program for early construction. i! ! 


Baghdad-Khanaqin - 130 kma 


"The railway here runs very close to tho Persian frontier in the oast. All the| 
refined oil andftha crude oil loir the Khanaqln Oil Company /an affiliated company 
of the Iraq Petroleum Corapanyyf/ and goods in transit to Iran are transported by 
rail* The motor road which z*uns almost parallel to the railway line takes its 
own share of the transportation;. \\ 
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-Kartala-Najaf * 216 tana 


18. "The first part of this road up to Karbala is asphalted and the rest is plain 

ro*d. (The secoaa part from Karbala to Najaf is very sandy. These tvo towns of 
Karbala and Najaf are holy cities for the Shift sect of the Moslems. Tens of 
thousands of pilgrims from all parts of Iraq, Jlran, India, and Afghanistan flow 
in dnriag the pilgrimage seasons'. During these seasons 80 per cent of the buses 
in Baghdad switch over to this route; but still cannot cope with the congested 
situation, and therefore, hundreds of trucks cure recruited for the purpose. 

id& d-Kut-Amara Road * 377 king 


Bagjhd 
"Ho ra-L 


Ivay connections . There is a motor rojod which is not in 


good condition; 


liut itl is the only means of road conveyance for good3 and passengers from both 
' ~ ‘ " *' confined to the winter months when 

! I . 


ends* I Ths river traffic is slow and its use 
the river level Is high and navigable, 

Baghdad-Bssra Road - 478 kma 

"Tho Iraqi State Railways link the Iraqi Borf; Basra in the south with the Taurus 
Serosa in the North* The total network to Tel-Kotchok is 978 kms. Along tho 
entiri line of this route lies a fertile wheat and barley growing bolt. Here 
also, [along tho railway line there is an unasphalted motor road, in good condition* 
This road is used considerably during the fruit and vegetable soaoons, 

iHawalsaa 

"The major port of tho main roads In the noxjth are asphalted, partly for military 
reasons to ease troop movements by making tho mountains accessible to motor traffic 
in ths event of a Kurdish revolt, and partly to facilitate tho' transportation! of 
agricultural and pastoral products. This docs not, howover, apply to all roads, 
as several hundreds of kilometres are very bad indeed and become literally unpao sable 
during savors winter conditions* I f 

main roods emanating from this Llva arpt 

,-Krb 11 -Kirkuk - 183 kmc 


83. "Is asphalted all through. The first [&7 kma] paso through small hills, but the 
1 1 next 9<5 kma pass through a level area* I ! 

j j Moavl«Bal^i-8amarra-Bftghdad - 408 kms 

24. n Ths first portion up to a dlstonoo of 114 (tons passed Bhargatj is asphalted* j The 
remaining part of about 294 kms through Samarra to Baghdad is unpaved and sandy* 

I! s&sk -A pi pd l y p - 159 kmfl ; 


25. 

i "I* j 

tn asphalted but mountainous road* 

j . j 


Msei 

il-Zakho - 114 kms 

j : j 

26. 

: "xJ 

j*lao asphalted but mountainous , 

1 ! 

I ■' ; i 


27. N 


2d* 


"There are several divisions of truck roads over 600 kms long leading to 
agricultural and fruit growing districts such as Makhmur^.t 99kmo, Shokhon, 78 kms, 

. 1. fin I Ji i A n * fr . I 


Aqra, Qj? kms, and ?&ll«^far # 117 kme* 

Besides its very extensive 


oil fields , Kirkuk is a potential 


agricultural area and an important link with tho famous tobacco growing fields of 
Qulalnuudya Liwa* Kirkuk has a railway aojnnoctlon with Baghdad whloh is also linked 
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vitb Erbil now, and the main motor routes are: 

Kiricub - Sulaimaniya - 115 ^ aiphalt<U but mountainous 
^tvu3t - Erbil j - 96 kms asphalted 

*£££ : l^s^jaki * lie -Ja 6 tobacco area, very rough track road 


29 . 

30. 

31 - 

32 . 

33 . 


L. L 


country and is also 


ftlman lya Area ; | 

-This Live supplied 95 per cent of thej tobacco consumed in the 
an important agricultural area. ; ! : 

«nj. main roads to the surrounding villages mostly to the tobaico growing areas 
is as follows: 

! | 

- 'Kirkuk - 11 5 

"Asphalted, mountainous, and bumpy at places. 
g,'-i w ^r.ivah - Mirza Rustam - B unkard - mh ta™ 


I 


"Asphalted and mountainous. 

- SavAd 8ade k - Penjwin - 145 hms 


"All asphalted except the first 
fl^i^nMmi-yah - Khannal - 3U&S. 


portion of 24 kms. 


34 , "Only a portion of 20 kms asphalted, j 


35 . 


■ 36 . 


37 . 


38 . 


39. 


40. 


adftae fiiak-i Sayld BadrVr • Hl>lab ' 1ft ~ — 

"Only the first portion of 24 tans not asphalted. 
g..i A-imawiYah i - Para Dagh - 48 kms 1 


"Rough, stony track road. 

Dulaim Lina [Ramadll 

"Ramadi is on the Boghdad-Ruthah-Damnocus motor road, °° .^lue ^Banadi 

Sato.. It is B r S ^e a ^t^c°^S Ecau« -oconOly 

the Habhoniyah Flood Relief oecapo« j 

new the Syrian fr ontier at Abu Kamal. ! 


Hills Area 


I 


i 


"This T.iwa is on the f^thT^S'^B^yli/Ld 23 Kms 

Kh IV Sf SJ5SS bolth of great historical and archaological value. 

It lB on the Baghdad-Basra railway and motor road, 112 kms ajray from Baghdad south- 
wards. Its ! other important roads are: 
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Hllla Karbala 


H. "Karbala is a hol~ city of! the Shin Sect of the Modems. This 56 rood ie 
uuosphaltcd, atony, and unpaved. I 


mu-i 


L-JCafa-HaJaf 


42. "The last terminus ie another] very important pilgrimage center. 86 tans from 
Hllla. This road is uasoplialtcd- and unpavod. 




-Divanij 


*P«^«phalted and level road], certain portiona subject to quick deterioration 
daring the viator months* [\ ■ \ | 

Aaara Area i | 

44 # "Aaara ie a grain and rice grr ring center. It la only 194 kma from Basra. There 
la no railway connection vith^any adjoining. district. Its motor roads to Basra 
and Baghdad are unpaved a ad certain portiona very rough. 

HaslrlyiL Area Mi ! Ill 


4j# "Jfaslriyaii la situated 240] Ins to the north of Basra. There is a railway con- 
nection and a motor road which is not paved, but in good condition. 



Korol $25,25011 $8# 750 797,4! 

Wbil 286,5001 ; 417 

Klrteik ll?,439ii 121,000 120, 3< 

Solanmahlya 134,600! i 1 123,000 103,5< 

100,4801, ! 191$ 

***** 142,680: j j 77,000 |10,5< 

9aK4la 598,410; ] 4X3«|c 

2ss* *Ju; : m 

Saera 40,950 ; j 99,5< 

Mantaflk M: 490,81 

Aaarab LI | . 336.4* 

Jlii ! 

2^217,8101 : ; I : | 391,750 4646,3* 

Reoapitulntlonr TotU -71855,675 ! 

AapbUt.il -l©*: \[ \ 

Hon-aapbUted - % i 

Oraok - flSjjt; j ; | 

46, "Plana for Davelopmonts A proposal hae bean put forward by the Public Worka 
Dopartncnt for tbe asphalting fori an addltlonr.1 2,000 tana during the next 
five years nth a loan of 15,300,000 Dinar's from the Datnlcpsant Boards. " 

: |l I : . ! 

il -BHD- I 


2,217,610 
tU -7*85: 
ted .%t 
ted - M 


855,675 


on»a«phalt*d 

Track 

68,750 

121,000 

125,000 

77,000 

797,450 

417.500 
120,300 

103.500 
191,420 

310.500 
640,580 

SMS 

£?:!£ 

,99,500 

490,870 

336.445 

391,750 

4646,355 


C0BFID8IVT1A1/UB OFFICIALS QHLT 
flecurity Information 


Approved For Release 2000/08/30 : CIA-RDP80-00809A0005001 301 98-6 






